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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) K3 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 4-1 3 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim may not be a base claim for another multiply 
dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been 
further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,203,999 to Hugues ("Hugues"). 

4. As to claims 1 , Hugues teaches a liquid treatment means (abstract) comprising 
a separation device (2 and 4, See Fig. 1) for a soiled liquid mixture which as 

been supplied with intaken air 

and a cleaned liquid tank (1) which is connected to it for cleaned liquid, 
characterized in that the separation device and the cleaned liquid tank form a 
structural unit and the separation device for the soiled liquid mixture is surrounded at 
least in areas by the water tank for the cleaned water (See Figs. 1). 

5. As to claim 2, the two chambers are arranged essentially concentrically (See 
Figs 1). 
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6. As to claim 3, the separator has a sump reservoir for the settled particulate 
material (4, see Fig. 1). 

7. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. U.S. Patent No. 5,312,551 to Perron et al. ("Perron"). 

8. As to claim 1 , Perron teaches a water treatment means, especially for a sewer 
cleaning vehicle (abstract, and Fig. 1), comprising 

a separation device (56, 58 and 60, combined, see Fig. 1, and col. 2 lines 45- 
50) for a mud-water mixture which has been supplied with intaken air and 

a water tank (74 and 69, see Fig. 1, and col. 2 lines 55-60) which is connected 
to it for cleaned water, 

characterized in that the separation device and the water tank form a structural 
unit and the separation device for the air-mud-water mixture is surrounded at least in 
areas by the water tank for the cleaned water (See Fig. 1, and col. 2 lines 50-65). 

9. As to claim 2, the Perron shows that the separating centrifuge and the stationary 
shield, which forms the cleaned water tank are concentrically arranged (See Fig. 1). 

10. As to claim 3, Perron provides a reservoir area in the separation device for the 
collection of mud during the separation. See Figure below where "X" points to the 
reservoir area in the separation device for collection of the settled mud. 



Application/Control Number: 10/560,240 
Art Unit: 1797 



Page 4 




Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 4,199,837 to Fisco, Jr. teaches a sewer cleaning 
vehicle with a mud separator where the clean water tank and mud settling tank are 
slightly offset from concentric; see Figs 2 and 3. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lucas Stelling whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3725. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 12:00PM 
to 5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Matthew O Savage/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 
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